"UNTIL VICTORY is WON," JUNE 12, 1941
broken there has sprung up from the soil a hatred of the German
name and a contempt for the Nazi creed which the passage of
hundreds of years will not efface from human memory. We cannot
yet see how deliverance will come, or when it will come, but nothing
is more certain than that every trace of Hitler's footsteps, every
stain of his infected and corroding fingers will be sponged and purged
and, if need be, blasted from the surface of the earth.
We are here to affirm and fortify our union in that ceaseless and
unwearying effort which must be made if the captive peoples are to
be set free. A year ago His Majesty's Government was left alone
to face the storm, and to many of our friends and enemies alike it
may have seemed that our days too were numbered, and that
Britain and its institutions would sink for ever beneath the verge.
But I may with some pride remind your Excellencies that, even in
that dark hour when our Army was disorganized and almost weapon-
less, when scarcely a gun or a tank remained in Britain, when almost
all our stores and ammunition had been lost in France, never for one
moment did the British people dream of making peace with the
conqueror, and never for a moment did they despair of the common
cause. On the contrary, we proclaimed at that very time to all men,
not only to ourselves, our determination not to make peace until
every one of the ravaged and enslaved countries was liberated and
until the Nazi domination was broken and destroyed.
See how far we have travelled since those breathless days of
June a year ago. Our solid, stubborn strength has stood the awful
test. We are masters of our own air, and now reach out in ever-
growing .retribution upon the enemy. The Royal Navy holds the
seas. The Italian fleet cowers diminished in harbour, the German
Navy is largely crippled or sunk. The murderous raids upon our
ports, cities, and factories have been powerless to quench the spirit
of the British nation, to stop our national life, or check the immense
expansion of our war industry. The food and arms from across the
oceans are coming safely in. Full provision to replace all sunken
tonnage is being made here, and still more by our friends in the
United States. We are becoming an armed community. Our
land forces are being perfected in equipment and training.
Hitler may turn and trample this way and that through tortured
Europe.. He may spread his course far and wide, and carry his curse
with him : he may break into Africa or into Asia. But it is here, in
this island fortress, that he will have to reckon in the end. We shall
strive to resist by land and sea. We shall be on his track wherever
he goes. Our air power will continue to teach the German homeland
that war is not all loot and triumph.